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THE RED CROSS 

The rules for the enrollment of volunteer and paid nurses in the 
New York branch of the American National Red Cross are as follows: 

1. All nurses enrolled in the State of New York for Red Cross service shall be re¬ 
quired to show a certificate of registration with the Regents of the University 
of the State of New York. 

2. All applications must have three signatures, vouching for their moral character, 
professional standing and suitability to this special work—two from nurses of 
good standing, and the third from the president of the sub-division. 

3. No nurse shall be enrolled for active service under twenty-five years of age. 

4. All applicants must give a physician’s certificate of sound health and unimpaired 
faculties, which certificate must be renewed every two years. 

5. All applicants must appear before a member of the Nurses’ Committee for 
examination, and must present to the committee w’ith their other papers, the 
endorsement of their applications by that member of the committee. 

6. All applicants before receiving a certificate as a Red Cross nurse must take the 
oath of neutrality, or make the affirmation of neutrality. 

The work of developing the Red Cross organization has been 
somewhat impeded by the demands for assistance for the famine 
sufferers in Japan. New York State has contributed more than $12,000 
and is still hard at work and the other states are doing their part. 
Such terrible conditions as this famine in Japan and the most un¬ 
expected calamity which has fallen upon Italy because of the terrible 
eruption of Vesuvius should make all the countries strengthen their 
Red Cross organizations and be prepared not only to meet calamities 
at home but to give aid to other countries. 

Nurses who do not feel that they can enroll for service should 
become members of their state branch of the Red Cross, through the 
local associations, and by their annual contribution of $1.00 and as 
voting members of the society do their part in maintaining the Red 
Cross work of the United States. We urge upon all nurses enroll¬ 
ment in the Red Cross society, as working members if possible, as con¬ 
tributing members without fail. This is one of the obligations of citi¬ 
zenship or residence in this prosperous country. 


Hardly had these sentences been written when came the appall¬ 
ingly awful national calamity of the destruction of San Francisco 
by earthquake and fire. We are comforted by the knowledge that 
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there are good nurses in large numbers East of the Rocky Mountains 
and that with the homeless multitude are a great company of splendid 
nurses who are giving of their very best in service to the sick and 
injured, if they have been among the fortunate to escape with their 
lives. With the people of the nation we wait for news of dear friends 
and pupils whose homes we know are destroyed. The headquarters 
of the Pacific Journal of Nursing has gone, but the fate of its editor 
is unknown as we go to press. 

The Red Cross Society even in its imperfect organization has 
been a power and a blessing. 

Wili the nurses of this country learn a lesson from this greatest 
national calamity? 


THE CRUSADE AGAINST VENEREAL DISEASES. 

Charities and the Commons is to be commended and encouraged 
for taking up, with courage and earnestness, the long-needed crusade 
against venereal disease and social vice. The recently-formed So¬ 
ciety of Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis has deep reason to feel 
grateful for the support tendered by Charities and the Commons to 
this reform movement, for it is the first ally that the society has 
found so far outside of medical journals, which are not read by the 
general public. 

Strange as it may seem, the movement to educate the general 
public on this, the most important and most urgent sanitary problem 
of the civilized wmrld at present, arouses the virtuous indignation 
and the moral disapprobation of many of that widespread class of 
excellent people who think that vileness is not vile if covered up, and 
/■that danger does not exist if it is not seen. We do not doubt that 
Charities and the Commons is getting many protests against making 
known the hideous facts of venereal disease. Every nurse knows 
what they are, and every nurse must rejoice that at last there is a 
journal which reaches the general public which is fearless and devoted 
enough to take up this most ungracious and most repellent subject 
in a way that will educate and save future generations from the hor¬ 
rors of the past. We do not hesitate to say, again, that this is the 
most urgent sanitary problem of the civilized w r orId. The plague 
and the pest are stayed; smallpox is helpless against vaccination; 
diphiheria has lost its terrors under antitoxin; the crusade of knowl¬ 
edge against tuberculosis is well under way. But this hideous 
lesion underlies all others, sapping the resistance of tissues and 




